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IT'S GENERAL 
IRIS! SHE'S 
HERE, IN THE 
CAMP! QUICK, 
GET YOUR-- 
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і ВИТ МАҮНЕМ 
| COMES АТ А PRICE. | 





1 STARTING THE FIRE | 


15 THE EASY PART 





SHE IS INJURED/ 
THIS IS OUR CHANCE TO 
CAPTURE THEIR GENERAL... 
GET YOUR HORSES AND 
FOLLOW HER! 


«| ESCAPING THE FOREST Н 


BEFORE YOU BURN ALONG || 


|| WITH IT 16 A MUCH MORE 
a DIFFICULT TASK. 
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rJ IT WAS A b 
MISCALCULATION. 
А SMALL ONE, BUT | 
| SOMETIMES THAT ||| 
å 16 ENOUGH. 
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SHE'S IN HERE 
SOMEWHERE, AND |. 
SHE COULDN'T HAVE 
GOTTEN FAR! 


RUSHING 
HEADFIRST INTO 





| BATTLE WAS А 
22 MISTAKE. 







^ EVEN A RANK AMATEUR 
SHOULD KNOW BETTER 
THAN ТО GIVE CHASE. ТО 
| ALLOW EMOTIONS ТО CLOUD 
THEIR JUDGMENT. TO 
H DEVIATE FROM А PLAN. 
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ТНІ5 САМ'Т 


I WILL HAVE 
YOUR HEAD AS 
A TROPHY! 


NOOOO! I WILL 
BURN THIS ENTIRE VILLAGE 
TO THE GROUND IF IT MEANS 

KILLING YOU, IRIS! 


YOU SHOULD 
COME SEE THIS. 
THERE ARE BARRELS OUT 
HERE, AND THEY'RE FILLED 
WITH SOMETHING... 
STRANGE. 


IT’S SOME 
TYPE OF... BLACK 
POWDER? 











ji ANOTHER 
DAY, ANOTHER 
FOOLISH PLAN. /— 


y WHOIS THE FOOL: Y 


THE ONE WITH THE 
FOOLISH PLAN, OR 
THE FOOLS WHO 


FALL PREY TO IT? À 


г. 


=a GY 
||)“ THEY SHOULD | 


НАМЕ KNOWN 


/ WHY DO YOU 
ALWAYS ANSWER 
В А QUESTION WITH 
| | ANOTHER QUESTION, 
|| GENERAL IRIS? 


ANSWERED 

YOUR OWN 
QUESTION, 
SHAN-YU. 





WHEN YOU ARE 
THE GENERAL, YOU 
HAVE THE LUXURY OF 
GIVING ANY ANSWER 
YOU PLEASE. 


nm 




















GREETINGS, 
GENERAL IRIS. 
THE USUAL? 
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MORE OR LESS. 
I HAVE ONLY A FEW 
BUMPS AND BRUISES... 


NOTHING OF 
CONCERN. 


THAT LOOKS LIKE 
QUITE A BIT MORE 
THAN A SIMPLE 
BRUISE, GENERAL. 


I HAVE SOME 
OINTMENT THAT WILL 
HELP. IF YOU REMAIN 

STILL, І CAN REMOVE THE 
ARROW WITH MINIMAL 
DAMAGE TO YOUR-- 











ANOTHER PLAN GONE 
AWRY, I ASSUME? THE MORE 
RECKLESS YOU BECOME, THE 
MORE FREQUENT OUR VISITS 
ARE BECOMING, GENERAL. 


THAT SOUNDS LIKE 
SAGE ADVICE. BUT THERE YOU HAVE KEPT 
IS SOMETHING TO BE SAID THE DYNASTY 
FOR ACCEPTING YOUR H SAFE WITH PLANS 


DESTINY... FOR STAYING AND STRUCTURE. 
THE COURSE. ONE WRONG 
MOVE COULD-- 


I WAS ONCE TOLD 
THAT WHEN YOU START TO 
MEET WITH RESISTANCE, IT 1$ 
A SIGN YOU ARE ON THE 
CORRECT PATH. 


WHAT WAS... 
WHERE WAS 
THAT?! 


WHAT IS IT, GENERAL? 
DID I APPLY TOO MUCH = THANK YOU. I AM 
PRESSURE? |S ІТ YOUR FEELING MUCH BETTER. I... 
SHOULDER... PERHAPS YOU I NEED TO PREPARE FOR 
ARE GOING INTO SHOCK a THE MORNING ВАТТІЕ. 
FROM BLOOD LOSS. = 


NO, FEI HONG, YOU 
DID NOTHING WRONG, 
AND MY SHOULDER 1$ 
FINE. IT IS JUST THAT... 


НЕ NORTHERN " 
WEI РУМАЕТУ = NESTOR AND HIS ARMY ОЕ HUNS 


| ARE ALWAYS PREPARED. THEY 
SOUTHERN 
BORDER. | ALWAYS THIRST FOR BLOOD. AND 
THEIR NUMBERS ARE ALWAYS 
GREATER THAN OURS. 


IT HAS BEEN THIS 
WAY FOR LONGER THAN I 
CAN REMEMBER. 


ни D 
ҮШ, М аьаа 


I HAVE МО VOUBT 
THAT TODAY WILL 
BE THE SAME. 





INCOMING! 
SHIELDS UP! 





NOT А 
SINGLE 
HUN WILL 
STEP FOOT 
ON OUR 
LAND! 












VAY AFTER DAY, MONTH 
AFTER MONTH, YEAR AFTER 
_ YEAR, THE HUNS ATTACK. | 


THEY COME ЕКОМ BLACKWATER HALL, А 
LE нет HAS NEVER BEEN BREACHED, THE 


IT'S TIME TO 
FINISH THIS. CALL 
THEM IN. 























— 
THE HEART GIVES ` 
NESTOR POWER OVER 


NO ONE HAS GOTTEN Å 
CLOSE ENOUGH TO RIP 
THE GEM FROM HIS 


` 

























WAIT... JUST 
A MOMENT... 









NOTHING IS 
IMMUNE. NO ONE 
IS IMMORTAL. IF THIS 
CREATURE CAN 
BREATHE FIRE... 








LAUNCH | Y-YOU MEAN OUT 
ME INTO OF THE CATAPULT, 
THE AIR/ ) ч (| GENERAL? YOU WANT 
uu! / ч ТО ВЕ THROWN АТ 
THE WINGED ВЕА5Т? 













THE СКЕАТИКЕ 15 VEA 
HU 











NO MATTER. WE 
SHALL RETURN TOMORROW 
WITH FRESH HORRORS. 








ANOTHER 
DAY, ANOTHER 
FOOLISH PLAN. 


WHO IS 
THE FOOL: THE ONE 
WITH THE FOOLISH 
PLAN, ОВ... 


AND THE DAY 
BEFORE THAT? 
AND THE YEAR 

BEFORE? 


I DON'T 
UNDERSTAND, GENERAL. 
THIS IS OUR ДАТЕ, AND WE | 
MUST ACCEPT IT: TO PROTECT 
THE DYNASTY FROM THE 
HUNS. IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN 
THIS WAY, AND ALWAYS 
WILL BE. 


THIS IS NOT 
FATE: THIS IS 
REPETITION. WE 
FIGHT, WE WIN, 
AND ON AND 
ON IT GOES. 


WE NEVER CAPTURE 
NESTOR, AND WE NEVER 
FINISH THE HUNS ONCE 
AND FOR ALL. 


NESTOR HAS THE 
HEART OF ETERNITY, HE 
COMMANDS AN ENDLESS 
ARMY, HE FILLS OUR SKIES 
WITH WINGED CREATURES, 
AND HE FLEES TO HIS 
FORTRESS AFTER 
EACH BATTLE. 


HOW CAN 
WE CHANGE 
ANYTHING? 


SHAN-YU, 
TELL ME WHAT 
HAPPENED 
YESTERDAY. 


WE BATTLED 
THE HUNS, OF COURSE. 
YOU BRAVELY FOUGHT 
THEM OFF. AND NESTOR 
NARROWLY ESCAPED 
WITH THE HEART OF 
ETERNITY. 





NO, IRIS! YOU 
CANNOT ADMINISTER 
AN ACUPUNCTURE NEEDLE 
YOURSELF! IF YOU'RE NOT 
CAREFUL, YOU COULD-- 


CALL FOR 
BACK-UP! EVEN 
UNDER SEDATION 
SHE'S TOO HARD 
TO РІМ DOWN! 








r 5 
* I RECOGNIZE THAT | 
WOMAN. I РО NOT 
KNOW HOW, OR FROM 
WHERE, BUT SHE 16 
20 FAMILIAR... й 











— n E n 
| I REMEMBER NOW... = SHE HAS THE ABILITIES | BUT HOW COULD 
HER МАМЕ 15 ASPEN || OF А DEMIGOD. SHE SOMEONE 50 POWERFUL 
MATTHEWS. H I CONTROLS THE SEAS. || HAVE BEEN CAPTUULLL... 
`a A mca 


I KNOW WHAT 
NEEDS TO BE DONE. I 
WILL CONFRONT NESTOR ON 
HIS OWN LAND. AT 
BLACKWATER. 


BUT GENERAL... 
WITH ALL DUE RESPECT, 
THAT HAS NEVER BEEN 

DONE ВЕРОВЕ! 


NO ARMY HAS EVER 
SEEN BLACKWATER HALL 
AND LIVED TO TELL ABOUT 
IT/ PLEASE, LISTEN TO 
REASON! 





THAT WAS FAST. 
USUALLY FEI HONG 
TAKES LONGER TO 

POKE YOU FULL 

OF HOLES. 


PREPARE MY 
HORSE, SHAN-YU. 
I’M HEADING SOUTH, 
INTO NESTOR'S 
KINGDOM. AND I'M 
GOING ALONE. 


NESTOR'S ARMY TELLS 
СЕРТ OUR FATE. 
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TO AC 


RESPECTFULLY, GENERAL, 
YOU CANNOT LEAVE THE 
DYNASTY TO EMBARK ON A 
SUICIDE MISSION. YOU 
BELONG HERE. ACCEPT 
YOUR FATE. 


RESPECTFULLY, 
SHAN-YU, YOU HAVE 
TWO CHOICES: KEEP YOUR | 
HAND TO YOURSELF, OR 
WATCH ME RIDE AWAY 
WITH IT IN MY 
SADDLEBAG. 





| CONTROL. АМР 
I АМ CHANGING 
|: MY FATE. 





THE TREK ACROSS 
NESTOR'S KINGDOM TO 
THE SOUTH 15 PERILOUS. 
THE WINDS ARE FIERCE, 
THE SNOW 15 PUNISHING. 


DAYS PASS, АМР МО 
ARMY STANDS IN MY 
WAY. NO HUNS. NO 
DRAGONS. NO SIGNS OF 


WHAT LIES AT THE 
| END OF THE WORLD 
HAS BEEN NOTHING 
MORE THAN MYTH TO 
THE PEOPLE OF THE 
NORTHERN WEI 
DYNASTY. 





TALES OF SEA 
| CREATURES, AND 
1 || LAKES OF FIRE, AND 
À THE CERTAIN РЕАТН | 
THAT AWAITS. 


1 STORIES DESIGNED 


TO FRIGHTEN US INTO | 
COMPLACENCY. 
















І РО NOT KNOW IF ASPEN | 

MATTHEWS 15 BEING HELV 
IN BLACKWATER HALL, BUT 
SOMETHING TELLS ME I 


| 
| 
MUST FIND HER. Å 





I AM BEING HELD CAPTIVE, 
SHACKLED BY INVISIBLE CHAINS. 
LOCKED ІМ A FALSE REALITY. BUT 
THESE MAGICS ARE UNSTABLE, 
TEARING APART AT THE SEAMS: 


в 









МО... THIS CANNOT ВЕ. 
THE WORLD HAS BEEN 
ЕКАФЕР. OR PERHAPS 

THIS 16 WHERE IT 
BEGINS? ÆR 
==: 
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I CANNOT IMAGINE WHERE 
THIS EMPTINESS LEADS, ВИТ 
SOMETHING --OR ФОМЕОМЕ-- 
HAS BEEN HIDING IT FROM ME. 
WHICH MEANS THEY ARE AFRAID 
OF WHAT I MIGHT DISCOVER. 
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АМР ТНАТ 15 
WHY THIS MUST 
BE THE CORRECT 

PATH TO TAKE. 


EELS GREA 

TO BE BACK IN 
ji THE FUTURE, 
Е CLOUD! 


oz 2 
! 


PLUS--I 
FINALLY KNOW 
WHAT WE NEED 
TO gO! 


WE USE THE 
LOBBY ENTRANCE. 
WHAT 00 YOU THINK 
THIS 18--GOME TIME- 
SPANNING COMIC BOOK 
OR SOMETHING? 


SO SURE OF 
THIS, WORMIER. 
SOMETHING JUST 

DON'T FEEL RIGHT 

'BOUT THIS PLACE, 
IF YOU CATCH 

MY-- 


WELL... 
'SUPPOSE 
THEY CHOSE 
A THEME AND 
STUCK WITH 
IT. 


BE ON THE 
LOOKOUT, соир. 
DRAGONS ARE NOT 
THE MOST FRIENDLY 
OF CREATURES. AND, 
THEY DON'T LIKE 


ФО, WHAT'S 
YOUR GAMBLE 


| HERE, РАКРМЕК? 


WE GOIN' IN 
REAL OUTLAW 
STYLEZ 


Beware: 
Meer 


Deacons 


“Parks and Wreck!’ 


writer: Vince Hernandez 
pencil & inks: Joie Foster 
colors: Justice 

letterer: Micah Myers 
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--WAHHHHHHHH! 
--WAHHHHHAHH! 





DRAGON! 


WELL, yes... 
this 1s драсоп 
properties, тс., 
after all. 


how may 
I direct YOUR 
BUSINESS? 


DON'T THINK 
JUST BECAUSE 
YOU'RE A ØRAGON 
FRIGHTENED, OR 

ANYTHING. 


I THINK 
YOU WERE 
LOOKING FOR 
THE PEOPLE IN 
CHARGE OF PARK 
CONSTRUCTION, 


WORMIER. 


oh, parks 
and gec--that's 


the top FLOOR. 
ред ÖIVISION, 


«У 


DIDN'T 


I DIDN'T 


SAY АМУ- 
\ THING. 


I WASN'T 
SCARE BACK 
THERE. 


SAY YOU 
WERE, CHIEF. 
NEITHER 
WAS І. 


BOTH WEREN'T. 
MAKES SENSE. 


(088 THIS 
THING TAKE 


v 


Ра 
4 
VET mine» 
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NOW, I'M 
bi SCARED. 


7 dont ве 


| alarmed. 
the name's 
SUNCRESE. 


this 1s 

fieLócRest, and М 
that’s goLdcrest 
and stormcrest. 

that Guy OVER 
there--that's.. 

well, that’s 
piecrust. 


WE'RE the 
ред SIVISION 
Of брадоп 
properties, 


аре qute 

the angry 
Little worm~~ 

ILloooove 


what 1S YOUR 
name? 50 WORMS 


АМО I'M SERIOUS 
ABOUT MY 
VILLAGE! 


UM...OKAY--LOOK 
HERE, DRAGONS. THIS 
"DRAGON PARK" YOU PLAN 
ON BUILØING..? IT'S SMACK 
ПАВ IN THE CENTER OF 
MY VILLAGE/ vo You 
KNOW WHAT THAT 
MEANS FOR US7!7 


І DEMAND 
A CEASE АМО 
DESIST TO YOUR 
BULLDOZERS AT 


well then 
we have no 
choice, Little 
опе... 





I Say WE 
show ‘ет what 
the “д” m ред 

stands for? 


not BIRÒS! WE 
don't eat 
WORMS. 

7 We девађе 
them! then 
WELL decide 
YOUR fate... 


j To Be Concluded 
27 Chapter Twelve 
Coming Next Issue! 








